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cultured than Tsarist landlord Russia. To-day Soviet Russia is
not only stronger and mightier than Germany, but also than Japan
and Italy thrown in for good measure. You might ask, cand also
more cultured?* Yes, more cultured, despite the fact that we have
much to accomplish yet, many cultural habits have to be acquired.
We still have to wage a merciless struggle against those hostile
elements who attempt to hinder us. We are more cultured because
the culture of a people consists in the problems and aims the people
put before themselves. I maintain that our village teacher, who
spends the night reading books, learning the great ideals of Soviet
humanism, is far more cultured than the German professor deliver-
ing lectures on the superiority of the long skulls of the German
race. . . /*
Sholokhov, on a similar occasion, declared: "A feeling of pride
resounds in the speeches of candidates to the Supreme Soviet pub-
lished in our Press, a pride evoked by the confidence placed by
the people in their candidates. I also am imbued with this feeling,
comrades. With me, however, this feeling of pride is mingled with
a feeling of personal joy since I am being nominated for one of
the Don electoral districts. I was born and bred on the Don,
studied, became a man and writer, and developed as a member
of our great Communist Party there.
"What have the Don Cossacks become during the years of
Soviet power? Not only,villages, but hamlets, almost every home
has children studying in secondary schools. Cossack collective
farmers no longer want their sons to know only how to till the
soil. They wish to see their children become engineers, commanders
of the Red Army, agronomists, physicians, teachers. A new Soviet
Cossack intelligentsia is developing. The Don is being transformed;
it is already a new Don. We are boldly and confidently marching
to a bright future."
We might give many extracts from the writings and speeches
of Soviet writers, all reflecting the same confidence in their Govern-
ment, the same delight in their work, and optimism for the future
of Soviet literature. We have no space for this, but one other
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